Syrah/Shiraz Tasting May 2010


Syrah is the great red grape of the Northern Rhone, responsible for such fine wines as Hermitage and Cote Rotie ($$$). Big, dark and spicy, wines made from this varietal can age as well as Bordeaux. The varietal is gaining popularity in the United States as well as other countries. Since the 1970's, Syrah has spread throughout the Southern Rhone, and Provence regions of France, where it is being bottled as a single varietal wine or in blends. Syrah has also seen tremendous success in Australia where it is commonly called Shiraz (same grape, different name). Brought 'down-under' in the 1830's, Shiraz is widely planted through out Southeastern Australia. The wines range in style from fruity forward wines to big thick port like monsters. Shiraz is also frequently blended with Cabernet Sauvignon or Grenache.

2Styles:
Rhone - cooler climate.  peppery just prior to finish. tend to blend mouvedre and grenache. usually exhibit smokiness and often are fruity and even perfumed

Australian - warmer climate. softer creamy texture chocolaty sweetness and ripe berry fruit profile on the palate due to the grapes being subjected to a warmer, dry climate

1 Domaine Piquemal   - although not so listed on the label, this is about 90% Syrah.  From southern France.

very peppery. It is a family vineyard that is today run by the brother-sister team Marie-Pierre and Franck Piquemal. The family has run the estate for 100 years. From the heart of the  Roussillon in southern France

This very professional cellar produces very modern Vins de Pays, elegant and traditional Côtes du Roussillon

2 Cline - from California (Sonoma)

blended in small quantities of Grenache and Mourvèdre to increase fruit expression and create an elegant structure.

..Cline Cellars is another label you can depend on for well-made value wines. This syrah (Sonoma county), one of several in its California series of simple wines, has copious raspberry and blackberry flavors with rich mouthfeel.”

Syrah in California has a different personality to it's cousin in the South of France, and indeed to it's cousin in Australia, which goes by the name of Shiraz. Blended with some Grenache; Carignane & Mourvedre to add to it's stunning complexity, Cline's deep purple wine has a jammy, cherry flavor with a perfume of pepper and spice.

winemaking techniques begin with the gentle de-stemming of the grapes and ony lightly crushing them to preserve fruit and limit harsh tannins.

3 Wolf Blass Syrah Yellow Label- also Australia.  A big producer but keeps quality in mind.  Straight Shiraz, which is the Aussie name for Syrah.  If you're checking web sites, we're using the Yellow Label.

This is a wine that set the mark for Syrah/Shiraz in the past. Wolf Blass has been producing some of Australia's very best wines for over 30 years, receiving over 3,000 awards at international wine shows since 1966. 

However, Notes from the web indicate that This wine had a much better value rating in the past but because this has become a huge corp the quality has been sacrificed for corp profits. There ratings for this wine have dropped from the solid 90-92 range into the low to mid-80's.

Lets taste this one and see how it hold up to the rest of the group

4 Arancio - from Sicily.  This is basically "cafe" wine but they are getting serious about the grape in Sicily.  

This value-packed Syrah offers a wild-berry aroma that blends pleasantly with hints of chocolate and licorice. Syrah has become renowned worldwide, especially in regions with hotter climates where it is able to achieve its finest results. In Sicily, with the intense sunlight and unique landscape, the grape produces a wine of the highest quality.

5 Yalumba Shiraz-Viognier  - Australia, and using an increasingly popular winemaking style by blending in a bit of the white Viognier grape.  This is a model the French use in Cote Rotie from the northern Rhone Valley (pricey stuff, $50+)

This is ripe and expressive, with a purity and clarity to the blueberry, plum and white pepper that lets the flavors sail on, lingering beautifully against superfine tannins.  "A stylish wine, with bramble notes alongside blackberry fruit and ironstone; oak comes forward on the palate, supported by mocha, leather and chocolate." "This is a bright, elegant expression of Shiraz that shows its blend of fruit from Barossa Valley and the cooler sub-region of Eden Valley. The bouquet is lifted with boysenberry, plum, pepper, anise, and a hint of roasted grain. On the palate the wine is juicy with silky fine tannins and good length."

6 Porcupine Ridge Syrah (South Africa)- the winery is Boekenhoutskloof. Porcupine Ridge is a handcrafted range of wines, celebrated for its uncompromising commitment to quality. This newly released wine is called Syrah, not Shiraz, for a reason. It shares much in common with the Syrah based wines of the northern Rhone, especially the rustic and dark-fruited crozes hermitage.  

"This Syrah has a rustic but elegant nature: aromas of raspberry, black pepper, smoked sausage and cloves prevail, while full-bodied but integrated flavors of anise, pepper and berry follow. The wine is robust but has a velvety character and a spicy finish." 

"Fresh, with an iron note running through the black tea, braised fig and dark cherry fruit notes. There's a nice plush edge to the open-knit finish. Drink now."

winemaker Marc Kent is touted as "the inspiration for a new generation of South African winemakers." What's more his syrahs are heralded as the best "ever to have been made in South Africa." Talk about expectations. Marc's inspiration for Syrah is the Cornas appellation in France's Northern Rhone. His philosophy is to create more natural wines without an overdose of tannins or oak exposure. He succeeds with the 2003 effort. 
